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G air eme Tun PEOPLE. - : 
te an COMMONWEALTH « or 
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Taper, „ ppi ane com 
in divers counties of the State; 


the br diſconterit are manifeſt 
and individuals refort to arms, wif 
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e ge | 
I and provide for the ſecurity of the 


be General Oohrt have therefore employed 
te grace pr of th pen ct, W 
in examining the of. uncaſineſs, and the 
r 
and in providing (as far as honor and juſtice 250 
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a0 ragen the burthens, under which the 
citizens of the Commonwealth have lab 
and we now. requeſt the attention of « our conſti- 
tuents, to the ſtate of public affairs; and the tea 
ſons, why a compliance with the wiſhes of — 
of them, would be diſhonorable to us, and inju- 
Fious to themſelves. eng; 
We have no doubt, that 1 are uſed by 
evil and deſigning men; to alienate the affections. 
of the people in general, from thoſe who are N 
cerned in the adminiſtration of government; b 
conſcious: of. the rectitude of our intentions, we: 
are convinced, that if the public meaſures are ex 
| mips: with candour, the confidence you * 
led. in ps, will not be leſſened; and that 
r great the public burthens are, attempts hayt 
not been. wanting on our part, to alleviate them: 
no man in the community is exempt from thoſe 
burthens ; the members, 1 Legiſlature. have 
- -their full ſhare; and can it be thought they would 
 delignedly impoſe. unnecefſary"burtticns on them 
felves, or omit any thing that might tend to teir 
relief from: ſuch e ? Their duty and their 
. wauld equally 12575 it, for the relief of 


ir canſtituents, would be their own. , 
As we pg a great part of the 1 7 
the State, has iſen From. milgnfort tion, We 
al in the firſt, e ſubjoi 75 a ſtate of the” public- 
debt, as well the TAs 
Wealth, aß this State's 9 rn of the "national. 
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e debt of th this Saunen e gan in noſes 


iſſued by the late "ſe vs Gardner, and the pre- 


ſent Treaſurer, which, ney called, either oonſoli- 


dated or army notes: „Kal 1 10 n 
The conſolidated notes that have been i 
ſued, amount to ir Ju a ph — 10 
The army * e to | 250,144 14 4 
irs 4. i deng Aer e — — 
106 885. 207 1 . 1,634,390. wth, 2 
Of the army. notes, RY 04 Adr $4 3.0; of 
has been made by the. tax. einge . 2's 1 40 
No. 4, ſor the redemption of r ib Xt tot her To 
And by tax No.. 5, provilion is, * * Bien al 
made for the redemption of i, 0 o "240,000: oO: O0 
Which being deducted, leaves. boo: enen J 3 2 
The notes redeemed and received into the . 
treaſury for the ſale of lands, &e. amr. to ee. 14 8 
5 Which being ſubſtracted, there remains 885 18. 65 
The mes Be which Eaſtery lads hae % 4 


been ſold, and which have not yet bears, ”+ ; 


» Fx 14 ip - 
received in the treaſury, will amount to 30,693 0. 4 
— — — 


There remains thereſore, due from the Com- 
mon wealth, for the redemption of which. 
no proviſion has been mage: by. ſs 


notes to the amount of... br pam (owe 3 is. 55 
Of che conſolicheed- holes e tioned, 
about ninety thouſand pounds were iſſued for the 
— incipal and intereſt of the notes, which had 
n giben before the yer. .by y Treaſurer Gray; 
the remainder were, iſſued for money borrowed, 
and for cloathing, ſtores, and other geods pur- 
ch ſod, and for ſer ces perfertned, Once the cm- 
mencement of the war, at the Price in ſilver, or 
_ reduced to: that value, by the ſcale of depreciation. 
The army notes were given to the officers and 
ſoldiers, of this State's line of the army, for their 
wages, at the rate promiſed before ok * 
tion had A LEE . „ The 
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The national, or Continental 
foreign. or domeſtic. .. | 


The foreign Alb being * midaey br 

; Towed in France, Spain and Hollanſſ . 
according to an eſtimate made by Coun—-- ia e 
greſs, amounts to 7188, 209 cor g' 
Which is equal in che lawful money of Mn 
this State, co "4 220! £65305 10 * 

The annual intereſt of which, part at 4 and 
part at 53 per cent. is 369,038 dollars, 
equal in lawful money, to 

This State's proportion of the above: men- 
tioned foreign debt, according to hand 
laſt requiſition, is, 

This Stateꝰs proportion of a 000 n. 
tereſt of the foreign debt, is. 
The Continental domeſtic Jeb,” which * 

due to the d&tizens of the United States, 1 
I. for theferviee of the army, and che ether 12 nie ee 
expences of the war, and which is on n 85 vols 


» 
157 (31697: A *q Dat; 


* tereſt at the rate of 6 per cent. was elfi- ebe ONS 2 
mated jn dhe year 4783, at about thirt e VR 
+ four mien ot dollars; but chat e Syed emitter 
Was formed partly on conjecture, — ' v13t 9 vr 2072 


the lateſt accounts from Congreſi p it * Wah. © 527 m on 

- now "computed at twenty-ſeven A 
lion of dollars, which is tp in the he 

Latrful money of this State, to, "Ying 


| This State's proportion of the © | ih Joch | 
| demeſtic debt, according to — wg Dres 46720107 
2 HH quiſition, is, 1:3 15880 orig 


Of which ſum we have now in the trea- TIO 1 
ſury of this State, in loan-ofee- certiſi - Wi ET 2111, wa 
. cates ang final-fettlements, rain of; 0 400 bot « 7 
_ divers ago ſettlement of ace 
5 135 5 
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- EK uRtve of the dbove debt, Which is gde from. — 
bed "ye ind; 5 each State Has a 7 | 
mand upon the confederacy, for money expended 
e ee eee e Le e, 
. this State Has large claims, and it is ſuppoſed we 
are” confiderably in advance ; but there is no 
ground for the ſuggeſtion, that we owe little or 
nothing of the Continental debt; for it is to be 
confidered that each of the other States has de- 
mands alfo, and ſotne of them large demands; and 
ie method of ſettlement, therefore, muſt be, to 
Ecathine the claims of the ſeveral States, and the 
Whole that are allowed, will form an aggregate 
Tum, which will be a debt due from the Y nited 
States to the ſeveral States in the Union; that ag . 
te Yum muſt then be apportioned on the E. 
1 States, and if our claims amount to more 
an our proportion of that ſum, we ſhall have 
kredit for che balance ; but rough we think 
the balatice in our fayour, on the ſettlement of 
theſe Accounts, will be conſiderable, we have no- 
reaſdhi'to Expect it will be in any meaſure ſufficient 
#6 atifwer out proportion of the-above-mentioned 
rr 7 R! 
No endeavours have been wanting, on the part 
of this State, to effect a ſettlement. of the above- 
Inetitioned accounts. with the Continent ; a Com- 
Tiffioner from Congreſs ſme time fince attended 5 
eafly: x year in this State for the purpoſe of ſettle- | F.. 
> accounts; his attention . vet was chiefly | 
Alen up in the ſettlement of private 9 : 
| nc 


. 
fince "wy time, another Commiſiioner has 8 
eg as long, for the lame 14 F a Committee of 
two i on the port : my tate, are 89 7 
I employed in the bufineſs : conſiderable p 

has been made; 35 but the accounts are alm oft. bes 


yond. conception. numerous, intricate, and of dif- 5 


ficult adjuſtment, owing in a great meaſure to the 
different modes, i in which the accounts were 


to the variety, and ſometimes the ſu cg 
of vouchers; and to the different pa 
cies and their different ſtates 12 ene Ta 
we hope the, buſine will be _ accom 
toon as induſtry can effect it. The ph maps Crates, 
have not yet ſettled. theig accou ts ; until that is 
done, if ours were ſettled, we ſhould not be able 
to know, whether we are in, advance or not, 8 
Although from the foregoing, ſtaternent, it 1 Fas 
Pers t that a large debt is due, Jet when, our, re 
lources, and the manner in WHic payment can 
made, are conſidered ; we think 195 pooh 
of the. Commonwealth \ will. be fatished, 2 2 Bag 
that. they ate able to PAY, the. debt; bu e | | 


may: be. diſcharge: J Without, \ greatly. in 
2000 2 145 85 


khew 
The particular debt of. this Common 
"aloft wholly dus ta its citizens ; the 4 rin 
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er WAI; not, TR the 5 by drainin mags | 


| i2 [ its re ES 5 ms. are ex 
f OM the: ale. f lande in the FR fly. part . of the 

State, and every, "meaſure 1780 n will ad- 

; mit, is taken Fe pk ſpcedy ale 0 pi F 5 
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2 Of dhe national or Continental debt, t 
Which is due to 
r flyer; if the Continental impoſt ſhould: take 
place, which tere is much reaſon to expect, it 

would immediately diſcharge us from the intereſt, 


. eee 


Our full ſhare of the Continental domeſtic 
debt, is undoubtedly due to the inhabitants of this 
State; Congreſs © have reſolved; that the lands 
<eded to them by the ber, 8 3 — 
diſpoſed of, for for th. payment debt; 
we have lately received information, that ſuch 
2 have been taken for ſurveying thoſe lands, 
very Tate ge tract may in a ſhort time be diſ- 
— 


r that purpoſe, and that purchaſers will 


2 be wantin 2 
The grant of the pte d i is FRG 

plained of: the reaſons why the Ligiſlature a 
ho that rieafure , are expreſſed in the preamble 
of the act and we think - ourfelves entitled to 
Expect, that no one will condemn the meaſure be- 
© fore he has attended to thoſe reaſons. We hog 
that means will foon be deviſed to bring into 

_ treaſury of this State, our proportion of the Con- 


tinental ſecunties ; in that caſe. the act Wee 


operate. 
We are Me that Ge public Lviirities are 
now difpoſed of at a lower rate than at any former 


period: but ſuppoſe there was no depreciation 


upon any of thoſe n PRE. the ſums we 


have 


foreigners, muſt be airfare 
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We in taxes, in hiring men, and purchaſing 
ſupplies for the army, within the laſt eight years, 
are more than the whole amount both of our State 
debt, and our proportion of the Continental debt. 
If the public had been able to prevent the de- 
preciation be the public ſecurities, we think ſtrict. 
Juſtice would have required it j but notwith- 
ſtanding: the moſt ſolemn promiſes of future pay- 
ment, that depreciation. has taken place; perhaps. 
therefore: a . abe. breach · of faith is not yet im 
putable to the public Counſels.: but if, when it 
is within our power, we refuſe to. redeem the ſe- 
curities-; what excuſe ſhall we have ?. Can we be. 
willing, that the hiſtory of the American revolu · 
tion, ſhall be blackened with the tale, that we re- 
fuſed to redeem the ſecurities we had. given to ef- 
fect it; and ſhall our poſterity bluſh to hear of the 
event, becauſe the a of . 
ed their glory? 
Some have 5 that the e cur- 
rangy. is nat redeemed, unleſs at the rate of ſeven-. - 
| ny ty-five for · one; and propoſe. that the whole debt 
be reduced by law to the preſent current value: 
0 but is there. not a wide difference between the 
| cCaſes i the firſk emiſſions, of that currency were. 
comparativeſy ſmallxaftet it had ſuffered a deprecia- 


. \ tion beyond what has happened to any of the pub- 
13 lic ſecurities, immenſe ſums; were brought into + 
= circulation; and the public received a conſidera- 
1 tion for thera, not more than at the rate of one 
1 4 forty: or fifty, and n more; ; it Was here: 
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Fore thought unreaſonable to redeem them at the 
nominal — beſides, if the ſecurities ſhould be 
reduced by law to five ſhillings on the pound, 
would inſtantly fall in their current value, to 
one ſhilling ; there would then be the ſame reaſon 
for reducing them to that ſum, and from e 
to nothing. | onen 
If an diele i is oled lu debt, both view: 
dence and honeſty tequirs him to be frugal, and 
pay his debt as ſoon as may be. By a long and ex- 
ive war, we incurred a large public debt, tho 
leſs than that, which our enemies incurred; 
but inſtead of uſing every effort to pay it, divers 
perſons have employed themſelves in deviſing me- 
thods to get rid of it, without payment; many 
indeed have employed much more time and money 
to this end, than (if better employed) might have 
purchaſed _—_ ae I portion of the public 
ſecurities ; they many of the Ark poſ- 
ſeſſors have m_ Agel to ſel them, for little 
more than one third of their amount, and there- 
fore that the preſent holders ought to receive no 
more; but we ſhould do well to remember; that 
the public has received the full value of all the 
nos they have iſſued ; they were made transfer 
able by law, and many of them have been ſold ; but 
if we had paid them as we promiſed; very few 
would have been fold; and ſhall we take no mea- 
ſures to pay them now, becauſe we have omitted 
the payment ſo long? 
a _ is faid to be unreaſonable to compel the man, 


-whe 


E FT 
ics Thr: beta ablicnd to: ſell Ti CUrities at a 
love rate, to redęeem them at the — 6 yg 
this obſervation is made with an ill grage, When 
» every. man, who has ſald Ns notes, Can purchaſe 
| the again: ata lower bang than he Old dem. 
The nations of Exgope,.'are unable to miintain 
war, without borrowing ; much leſs could. we: 
but in cafe gf a war, Hm Dj) lend us, if dur 
geglecting Ken years to-. pay the lumi borrowed, | 
vill juſtify,guy t paying at al!!! 
Pons Der „Well, as juſtice, demand, 
that we,do all in our power to ſatisſ our creditors. 
In private life, the man who avails Himſelf uf art - 
fee, and fraud, will ben find his character blaſted, . 
and, himſelf the object of contempt ;. while he, 
eee with. difficulties,;.maintains' an 
: ſt eourſe. may hope for the friend hip. of man, 
and: the favour of Heaven. The Gm will be the 
caſe in ſtates and communitiss e 
tequſneſs exalteth-a nation. 
Among the late various ous cotnplint, 
none is more frequently made, that 
ple are ignorant what: — 2 
thatt they pay large taxes, aud never learn how 
they are diſpoſed of.- We: ſhall thereſore ſtate the 
amount of the ſeveral taxes, commencing with the 
1 geaocldl.aad ſilvat tax in a5 80, and including che taxes 
7 granted ſince that timb except the tax grmted in 
=_ | wt laſt, the payments that have been made on 
thoſe taxes, the impoſt and enciſe &. and — 
in which the &c t 
jury why been pron 1 9 55 The 
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The amount of the taxes ſince 1780, is Cu tortdgs 12 90 


Abatements to ſeveral towns 
on thoſe taxes, L. 111,226 2 1 
Still due upon thoſe taxes, 279,437 1 14 


Reveivediiits the treaſury upon theabove- 
mentioned taxes, li 

The amount of impoſt and exciſe 

The amount of one per cent. duty on Aue - 


tioneers, 


The amount of what has been received: for. 


abſentees eſtetes ſold, 

Received of Naval-Officers, 

Antici on the ſeveral taxes, and on 
the impolt and exciſe, by the Treaſurer's 
orders, 

Reecived of fundry Agents, in: 

? „ . 


30063 3 27% 


1,017,232 9 74 
154,378 6 4 


| 43196 9 74 
in 
25,283 1g: 11S 
7 19 2 


718,481: 4 0 


444090 16 5 


— 


326, 378 12 14 


. The following is an account: of the manner, in 
which the money, &. received for taxes, &c. 
above- mentioned, has been expended. 


Warrants drawn on the treaſury for the 
payment of militia- rolls, Continental 
teamſters, repairs of the Caſtle, pay of 

e Farriſon there, officers and ſoldiers 

- Gifabled in former wars, officers and- 
ſoldiers diſabled in thelate war, Commit- 
tee to purchaſe cannon and other warlike 

ſtores, accounts allowed by the Commit-- 
tee on accounts, building light-houſes, 
Committee to ſettle the line- 
between this State-and New-York, the 


4 


© the warrants drawn from October, 178 r, 
to October 1786, although ſome of the 
ſervices were performed before, 


Bai 9 do the Continental Reveiver of taxes, 


ſurvey and ſale of Eaſtern lands, Kc. 
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Mr. Appleton's certificates, received for 
tases, which are not yet paid to the 
Continental Receiver, "£12894 28, » 
Militia rolls for ſundry ſervices, and for the | 
pay of three and {ix months men, I 12,427 0 "7 
For teamſters, paid Col. Jabez Hatch, | T6000 2 3 
Col. J. Allan ſor Eaſtern Indian department, ene 
freight of cloathing from France, quar- 
ters, &c. for the officers of the French 
army, while in Boſton, one and a halt 
years penſion to Richard Gridley, Eſq; 
And a balance of a gratuity of twenty- 
- Your dollars ſpecie, 45 eo the fee 
this Commonwealth's line of the army, 3., 303 
Warrants for 3 month's pay of the army. n ee 
in 1780, 30,717 7 
New emiſſion bills redeemed and burnt. 150,329 15 
Ditto redeemed, and now in the treaſury, 44,146 
Intereſt paid on the new emiſſion bills, 15,576 
Army notes redeemed, | 95,624 
Bounties paid for killing wolves, 1,405 
Intereſt paid on State notes, from July 
1782, to October 1786, l 
Certitcate money redeemed and burt. 
which was iſſued in 1781, to purchaſe 
ſores for the army, and receivable on 
the tax of that year, .  B,364 © 
Certificate money redeemed and now in the 5 
treaſury, 95987 0 
Allowance to Peter Savory, on account, 8 ö 
for ſupplies from France, i r 982 16 
Balance of the gold and filver rax, that | 
was due from Sheriffs, remaining to be 
by them accounted for, | $7068; I 
Paid ſundry taxes, which became due on af ESR, 
abſentees eſtates, before thoſe eſtates 
were ſold, and ſundry reſolves of > | 
to diſcount ſuch taxes, hy ned 13 3 
Paid to ContinentalCommilſary,for wounds! oo 
ed officers and ſoldiers, in addition to 
hat is charged in the firſt article «e355 1 l 5 0 
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Committee for ſettling with the army, me- 
thodizing public accounts, and ſettling 
with the Commiſſioners of Congreſs, 

Preſident and Profeſſors of Harvard-Col- 
- lege, fince the. PE 1781, including a 
gone made to Preſident Langdon, for 

ervices previous to that time, 

To members of Congreſs, from June 1780, 
to September 1786, 

Warrants in favour of the former and 
preſent Governour, from October 1780, 
to October 1786, 

For the members of the Council, at 8/. per 

day, for each day's attendance at the 
Council- Board, ſince the year 1782, 

For the members oſ the Senate, from Octo- 
ber 1780, to October 1986, at 7/6 9 
day, for each day's attendance, 


For the members of the Houſe of Repre - | 


ſentatives, fox their ſervice during the 


ſame period, at 7/. per day, for each 
day's attendance, 
TreafurerandClerks, Secretary and Clerks, 


Commiſſary-General, Chaplain of the 


Court, Meſſen ago — the Court and of 
the Council, an 
on valuation, 


The Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court., 


Artorney: General, in full of his ſervices- 
in that office, before 1783, 

Committee for reviſing the laws, and their 

. Clerk, 

Record-books, ſtationary and fuel, not 
paid by Committee of accounts, 


Deduct what remains unpaid on the war- 
rants in favour of the Governour, the 
"General Court, &c. &c. Ac. | 


Clerks of the Committee 


C. 2, 6g 73 9 


25362 16 8 
14,558 8 2. 


6,50 O ©, 
35387 1 10 


9,052" G * 


44,865 10 @ 


6,941 10 
7143 11 7 


1,063 12 0 
4 

209 16. © 
271 19 4 


— 


1,351,633 19, It 


259255 7 94 


1 1,326,378 12 14 
| _ The 
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The particular accounts of payments from the 
treaſury, are exceeding lengthy, and. St: a 


with any convenience be here i ; 

It appears that of the above taxes which have 
been. received into the treaſury, the greater part has 
been diſburſed for. defraying the expences incurred 
by the war; more than one hundred and eighty 
thouland pounds have been collected for the 
of Congrels, partly in ſpecie to enable them to x 

pay for ſuch ſervices as required prompt payment, 
to ſupport the federal government, and pay the 
intereſt of the foreign debt, and partly in the cer- 
tificates of Mr. Appleton, for he payment of 
the intereſt of the domeſtic. debt. 

It alſo appears, that excluſive of che ſuers 

to Congreſs, the public debt has been * 
Roel Almoſt, the 'whole ſum expreſſed in the 
firſt article of the account gf monies expended, 
was paid to the nillitia. and other ſervices and 
ſupplies in the war; and was Spurt of the debt of 
this ſtate; altho' notes had not been given for. it. 
The new emiſſion bills, and. ce certificate money, 
&c. and the warrants for rolls, & c. were alſo debts 
of the Commonwealth, altho the latter were 
charged to the Continent; and therefore, excluſive 
of the army notes that are redeemed, more than 
ſix hundred and fifty thouſand pounds have been 

paid within the laſt ſix years; towards the debt of 

this ſtate, beſides the intereſt-of the notes ef this 
RN 

The taxcs above-mentioned, were all made 
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7 
1 
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payable, either in ſpecie or in the new emiſſion 
currency, or in the army notes, or in the certifi- 


date money above: mentioned, or the certificates 


of Mr. Appleton. Excluſive of theſe, the people o 


this Co th have paid large taxes of a dif- 


ferent deſeriptid n. 


By a reſolve of December zd, 1780, 4240 men 
By ar required to 'be wif by this Common- _ ; 
wealth, for 3 years, or during the war. It ap- 

pears by the returns of the ſeveral towns, that 
: ide average price of _ thoſe men, was 
* £ 85 1435 — The eaxpence -of the whole, there- 
tore, was GE ENG 7} 1 
By a reſolve of March, 1782, 1500 men were or- 
dered to be raiſed for the like term, the avera | ; 
Price of which was [£61 14/8.—The who 


expence, therefore, was, 92,350 B 


"The average price of hiring 2700 men, for three 


months, in 1781, was . The whole amount- — 
innen * |; 18,900, © 
The average. price of hiring 500 men, for fire 

months, in 1781, was*4.7.—and the whole 
- \-amounted to Vo | 35 


Three beef taxes have been granted, for procuri 
in the whole, 8,927, 115 lb. of beef, which at 


A4. per Ib. would amount to 148,785 5 


The old emiflion currency redeemed. and brought 
; "7 the treaſury, at the rate of 1 for 75,amount- , 
1 1 


* 


= 
+4 


1 | ele de £-749,346 17 
The above expence it is manifeſt was occaſioned 


by the vt... 


£363,156 6 


* 


122,655 12 


The account of the manner in which the money 
&c. received for taxes, &c. has been expended, in- 


cludes all the warrants that have been drawn on 
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; this Treaſuret from October 158 2 ds Gabe öde 
the expenc of civif govertithenty/ 59 w#r, the G- 
rernout; Cotheih Senate a Houſe'of: Sees 
tatives; Members of e Judges ag Ablor- 
ney- General, Secretatylad Tre 
eee neee 9 Ferpers, Com- 
mittee for reviſing the law, & c, Would, accordi 
to this account, be ninoty 4 Pundit a 
and forty: four poαds fifteen thillings and two 
pence, foc the Talk five years; Büit wr find that 
near the cloſe of the paper - currency, warrants of- 
ten times were not drawn until a N time 
after the ſervices were. performetd Na Watrants- 
 inentioned im the 'above:azcountin favour of the 
members of the General Contrt'ant' of the Con- 
greſs, only five thoaſand ſix hundred and nineteen: 
pounds 92 1d. was for ſervice performed before Oc- 
tober 178 notwittiftanding which we ett con- 
ſider thæ above ſam of ninety thouſand ſie hün- 
dred and foety-four pounds Hrs ſhillings arid. 
two pence, as wholly the expence of civil govetn- 
mentthe laſt fire years: pit will then follow. that 
eighteen thoufind one hundred and eight pounds 
nineteen ſhillings, has been the annual expence of 
government; about one half of this ſum is for the 
ſerviee of the; Hoaſe of Repreſentatives: ; their tra- 
vel is paid by the ſtate, but their attendance is ulti- 
mately paid by the towns theꝝ neſpectively repreſent; 
4 abi travel tsleſsthanone fifth part of the 2 ſum 
allo ed them, and therefore ur- fifths of the ex- 
\e e the e n gg 1 dot ſo — the 
— % e e e . 
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= D in n of the 
——— eee them. The Seſſions of 
oor eGeneralCourtfince the war, have neceſſarily been 
frequentand. lengthy. A reviſion of the laws was 
found. n „ and has taken much time: tlie 
matters to be attended to have been vaſtly numer- 
Hus, and a 8 greater variety of difficult and im- 
portant queſtions has ariſen than formerly, upon 
Which the people in different parts of the country 
ere, divided i in n as the Repreſentatives 
brought to Court the views of their conſtituents, 
the ſeſſions have been lengthened out, by long and 
intereſting debates. The dſturbances at different 
times in the ſtate, have alſo. multiplied and pro- 
tracted the ſeſſions. Theſe em ments we hope 
are nearly at an end, and whenever they ceaſe, 
the expences of civil government, will be conſi- 
derably diminiſhed. 
N Wi ll ſtate for your information on this ſub- 
ect, an account of = falaries and emoluments of 
the ſeveral officers of governanent, before and 
ſince the revolution. 

The Governour, under the former adminiſtra- 
tion, received a ſalaty of . 1 300 in ſpecie, he had 
che uſe of the province houſe, gardens, &c. he 

alſo receiyed for every regiſter + nay every cer- 
tificate under the province ſeal, 3s.— one third 
Part of all ſeizures and prizes, à conſiderable ſum 
from the naval- officer, and other emoluments, 
amounting, it is ſuppoſed, to £.1000 per annum, 
making in the whole 44 30% . * was alſo ex- 
empted from taxation. The 


2 
' 


The Ga nour, under the preſent conte 
Has. the yearly falaty e of {.1T00; no houſe or accot 
moJians are ptoy for him, he receives no per- 
quiſites or emdrüments whatever; and is not ex- 
echpt from taxes. When the Governour's ſalary 
was ſettled, ſoon after the conſtitution, regard was - 
Had to the probibility that money would ſoon be 
as ſcarce and valuable as it was before the war. 

'TheLicut:Governour, under the former adminĩ- 
"\tration, received no ſalary; but as Captain of the 

Caſtle,, received wages, rations, and the benefit 
' arifin g from paſles, alt whichitis ſippoſed amount- 
ed to . 250 pet annum; the chief of the time he 
"Was a member of the Council. 

Tae Licat. Gbyernour, under the preſent con- 
Abtatien receives no ſlary as Lieut: Governour : 
but as Captain of the Caſtle; He alfo receives 
wages, rations, and the like” benefit ariſing from 

: - paſſes, all which, it is ſuppoſed, amount tothe ſame 
ſum of £.250'per annum; he is alſo a member of 
the Council: | nne 

The Judges of the Superior Court; alter the - 
; fociner adumniſtration, received as- follows, —in the 
ver 1774 a fllary of . 300 was granted to the 
"Chief juſtice, the other Wer received /.2 go eacli; 
the fees of office, 20 wit, for the entry of every ae- 
tion 61. dd &. &c. bee. whick they received, paid 
more than their: travelling expences, which were 
over and above their: fatary, notwithſtanding the 
* Haſipeſs' was far leſs than it re ſome of 
the Judges at leaſt, were in Diner 1 0 ee as 
Jud Zes of Probate, Counſellors, . Sen. 


| 
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Ly oor after the -rofaigh hint ation tool place, 
ſalaries were granted toi Judges of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, as follows g r, To the Chief 
uſtiee, C. 320 per annum, and de Ahe vther four | 
1 * L. 300 each. Since that time the:ftrrifdic- 
tion of that Court has been much enlarged, new 
powers have been given to them to permit the 
-fale of lands; they are now the Supreme Court of 
Probate, they have juriſdiction im all caſes of di- 
vorceand alimony, which heretofore belonged to 
the Governour and Council. A Court is alto 
holden in the county of Lincoln. In conſide- 
ration that their buſineſs Was greatly increaſed, by 
an act of February 1785, an addition of Z.co. per 
annum Aae to eac 5 their ſalaries, to coni- 
mence January 1, 1784, and continue until Janu- 
ary 1, 787; they are reſtrained by the conſtitution 
from receiving any other emolument whatever ; 
all the fees now taken 22 1 , being deducted 
out of their falaries': rt of their time is 
taken up in the fervie of the Commonwealth, 
on the circuits and nearly the remainder on the 
public buſineſs, at their gion homes, in exa- | 
mining matters of law which are continued for 
their examination and judgment; and it is ſup- 
poſed that the ſalary of the preſent Judges, is leſs 
than tlie and ebase of the former Judges. 
The Treaſurer under the former adminiſtration 
received . 267 per annum, and was Counſellor 
during the time he was in office: the office in 
e was done, was found him by the 


government; 


the government, beſides which an an Mg! © 
L100 to . lao, was made him, for extra» ſervices. 
The preſent Treaſurer has C. 350, with a houſe and 
office, and his whole time is employed in the buſi- 
neſs, and cannot have any other advantage whatever. 
Ihe Secretary under the former adminiſtration, 
received . 140 per annum, beſides his fees, which 
are ſuppoſed to amouiit to C. a0 more, in the fol- 
lowing manner, to ait. ſor every certificate under 
the province ſeal, 2/ phaſes" lac acts and laws, 6/: 
each, every commiſſion. of a Juſtice of Oyer and 
Terminer and Juſtice. of the Peace, 6/. gd. every 
commiſſion under the great ſcal, for places of pro- 
fit, 6/. 8d,—everyorder 5 the General Court for the 
benefit of particulat perſons, /. 8d. every writ-for 
electing Repreſentatives, J &c, &. and yet his 
time was not half employed, and additional hart 
__ many occaſions wete made him. 
The preſent Secretary has a; nalary of C 250 per 
annum; the fees of office the laſt year amounted 
to Le and / were deducted from the aforeſaid 
ſum. le has no fees ec, — ere 
ductted from his ſalary, hieh is not near | 
the falary and perquiſites of the former: Secretary, 

_ notwithſtanding: the: larvice:rendecad rho: ae 
| _— ismore than double. Fin! 13-23 bj 

Before the uhr the e two Agents at 
aches Court of Great: Britan;:who: received a ry 
ol :400 lawfulimoneycach. ß 
The Delegates at Congreſß, ↄtace ed fat the 

ear d, chreerſhillings 2 


> Þ. 


1 23 Y 


were in ſervice: at the laſt May ſeſſion, it was 
determined that they ſnould receive 2. E,. for cach 
day d attendance, for the year, which commenced 
the firſt Monday of November emma which is 
to include every ex pence. 

The, officers | of Harvard-College now receive 
the ſame ſalaries as they did for a number 1 e 
pfevious to the revolution. 

The Clerk of the Houſe of Repreſentatives un- 
der the ſormer adminiſtration, received from, . goto 
4.100, and received pay as a member of the Court. 

The Clerk of the preſent Houſe has received at 
the rate of L. 135 the ſeſſions being more frequent 
and much N than formerly, — he cannot be 
a member of the Houſe. 

The Meſſenger of the General Court formerly 
pres Lol 20—The 8 Meſſenger receives 
on F 

It was ſuppoſed the 2 of the Attoraty<Go- 
clara] were very ſmall during the war, he was ap- 
pointed to that office June 12th, 1777. 

In :January 1779, a t was made 
him 5 2 the old emiſſion, 10+ 1 

nal in ſpecie, to 5 loo 0 
—15 May, 1780, hes grant 4 5 

made him, of {.7 500, equal in ſpecie, to 107 o 
In March, 1784, a m was made 
him in ſpecie, of > ©) x eb 12 

The whole amount of what Yo been 
granted im ſince his a tment to [ela 
chat office, in 1777, is 1 715411290 p2 


Fa 3: DD 


A conſiderable part of the money granted to 

8 Attorney-General in paper, was not received 
till its value was much leſs „Fehr, ſums Nen 

it is liquidated as above. | | 
From this ſtatement of facts, our AIP Y BEG 
will judge, if there is any ground for the ſuggeſ- 
tion, that the ſupport of civil government is be- 
come an inſupportable burthen upon the people. 
It has been faid indeed, that the Goyernourand 
the General Court are paid by the Treaſurer in 
money, when other creditors can get nothin, ext 
cept orders on the Conſtables of the ſeveral towns ; 
b. but the Preſent Governour has received only C. 1 5 
_ / 44.5 more than two quarters of his ſalary; the 
i. amount of what he has received has not been ſuf 
38 _ Heient to diſcharge his taxes ſince his firſt election 
 W ; to the office of Bovernour; and there is not a 
_ - member of the General Court, who. has received 

a farthing in Tpecie from the Treaſurer for his 

_ «ſervice the preſent yeat or have they ſince the 

| conſtitution took place, received from the treaſury 
N. nearly ſo much in 0 0 their MS ex- 

"es 1 . 1 5 769 10 11 | 
The fitting of the Calera Cond: in Boſton, 

118 occalioned/uncaſineſs ; doubtleſs it would be 

more convenient for a part of the State, if it was 

holden at ſome other place; but the intereſt and 
wiſhes of a part, are not to be conſidered alone: 

-Boſton has long been thought the moſt cor eni- 

ent place: ſome of the General Court liave-ſup- 

: © poſed otherwile ; but the major part ä 
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a removal, and muſt the minor pa therefore riſe 
| agiinſt the government? Becauſe ey could not have 
ching as they wiſhed, could they be juſtified 

Aye bat to force ? Such a principle would de- 

. Attention, e has been 
paid bu Pay Gon of many towns reſpecting 
The removal of the General n 
of Boſton, and a Committee conſiſting of a mem- 
Der from each eounty, has been 1 pe e con- 
diger the, und report. 

It gever dn de the caſe, that che whole cher 
enmity nd beef ds me opinion ; in a repub- 
Mean government the major part muſt govern : 1 
we miner part poverns, it becornes an ari 
if- every she oppoſes at his pleaſure, it is 10 g0- 
vernment, it is anarchy and c 

In ſome parts of the Commonmealth,.; it is fre. 
faid, if dur R tative goes to Court, 
Pai Gul our Repremate gors wo Count 
an favour of, will not be adopted: Dan who 
they hot be adopted ? Every meaſure that is 
is attended to, and cenfidered ; and iſ Fl 
rejected, it is becauſe the majority think /it | 
inexpedient z and how abſurd and- contradi 

would _ rocetdings of the Court be, e 

| | d be acceeded to. 
The ——ů — in different parts of the State 
are repugnant, and petitions from different places, 
requeſt meaſures directly appolite ; it is impoſſible 
therefore, that all ſhould. be gratified : what then 

TO Unleſs 8 to be controuled 
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| * the greater 3 af Commanredth muſt 


part muſt govern, the queſtion is, where ſhall-1 


\. cauſe nine- ten 
.and; theit intereſt: is not attended to. 
Airutign dus po inted out the mode of 
tion; and will any one ſuppoſe 


OY 


break in pieces; but neither will the inhabitants 
of any county. or town be. all of the ſame ſenti- 
ments, each man therefore muſt be a OP 


af the whole. reduced. to a ſtate of nature. 


If then it is plain that the win of the-mejo 


vote be taken? Not in a county convention; = 
of the State are not repreſented, 


The con- 
repreſenta» 
that becauſe the 


Jextons choſon, are called a General Court, they 
e leſs integrity or en dyn f ** war: 
called a convention? # $f 

It is even ſaid by ſome, Sata or confication 


* is heceſſary; and although the fſehtiments/ of the 


rſons, Wo cornplain, are on this point, 


5 5 "ow ſabje& may demand ſorme attention. The ob 


jection made Me preſent conſtitution, is the ex- 


ſtatement of that expence for the luſt, five 
we find, that if the expenee-of the Houſe of Re- 


Preſentatives is included, it will not exceed — 


- nnety-four thooſand polls, 
re by the polls, ach pal eke three. aul 
s and ten pence; no more; but as about 


3 . * 9 
1 SIT" 
os 


penee of the government. From. the 2 


de dh of the 1 pad by the: — 


EY 2 
downs, ach an aby would be conſtituted Ike 


6 % N the preſent Senate, and differ only in name ; how-. 


ever, the colt of an per ident would far exceed 
the ſum propoſed to . ag a teviſion of the 
_ conſtitution may take place in 1795, when it is 
to be hoped the minds of men will be in a more 
an ſtate, 

An attempt to form. "He. profent conſtitution 
Was begun in the year 1777, and was not com- 
pleated 1780 ; the coſt and trouble 
at AT It, we. all remeniber were exceeding To 
and 2 4 ps nothin would finally 2 n 

to, I an unuſi ſpirit of utual Conde ſcen- 
had nat prevaiked ; a ſenſe of common 
ger from abroad. produced internal harmony and! 
union: But 4 8 hope could we. now have of 
that mutual compliance, Which would be neceſ- 
fary to agree upon a form af government; when. 
the tempers, of ſo many are in a.ſtate of irritation? 
Should the preſent government be overthrown, a. 
ſtate of general confuſion would. enſue-; and 4. 
we bad experienced all the horrors of anarchy, and, 
| the effects of unreſtrained, violence and revenge, 
our dear earned freedom, would probably be fwal-. 
lowed.up, by domeſtic deſpotifiy or 5 fomin-. 
ion. 
The conſtitution is as free and popular as the 
rclervation of ſociety will admit; ; N indeed: 
8 have feared, it is more O it has been highly 
applaudeil by foreigners and approved by the peo- 
. ; all je em Sn in the 8 of exe 
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cutive parts of vernment, depend 3 upon 
the people for their choice ; if the people are diſj- 
ſatisfied with their conduct, they have an oppor - 
e ny to appoint others, in whom they can 
y conſide. Can there be any neceſſity 
| a of + Aire to irregular, or violent meaſures,  - 
Wh bac at ann eee ? | 

| _ That the people are overburthened with taxes 
is ſaid to 6H a grievance : the taxes have indeed 
been very great ; perhaps the General Court have 
misjudged of the abilities of their conſtituen ts, 


but it may be that thoſe who complain, if they, _ 


knew the Rate of the public debt, and the mo- 
tives of the Legiſlature, would be ſatisfied. We 


{hall therefore ſtate them. . 
The ſums applied to the uſe of the United States, 
2 y Congreſs to be indiſpenſably ne- 


and the General Court in former years 
| ſuppoſed they could not with any regard to their 
duty as a part of the union, refuſe the. payment; 
nor could we think ourſelves under leſs obligations 
to provide for the payment of that part of the tax. 
granted in. March laſt, which is appropriated. to- 
* ee 
1 a f. nt 

fore les > woe part of IL plained of 
as a grievance. By the reſolve of Congreſs of 
Sept. 27th, 178 5, it was provided, that the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the AER Loan- Office ſhould not 
on any pretence whatever, iſſue any certificates for 
e of the Continental 3 the 2 * 
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for which he was Loan-Officer, ſhould have paſſ- 
ed a Legiſlative act, complying with the requiſi- 
tion in the ſaid reſolve; and by the ſame reſolve it 
was required, that the Legiſlature of each State 
ſhould provide in the act complying with that re- 
quiſition, that if on the firſt dayof January, 1787, 
the ſaid certificates ſhould not be in the hands of 
ſome proper officer, the deficiency ſhould be paid 
in ſpecie : it was thereforeabfolately neceſſary, that 
the act ſhould be conſtructed as is was, otherwiſe 
no certificates could have been iflued ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, application is now made to Con- 
greſs, that the term for receiving thoſe certificates 
ems eee oo 
The army notes were made payable, one third 
part in 1784, one third in 1785, and the remainder 
in 1786. The ſervice of the officers and ſoldiers 
of the late army, was acknowledged by all to be 
exceedingly meritorious, and perhaps no part of the 
community had greater reaſon to complain of grie- 
vances than they. It was repreſented that many of 
them were urgent to have the notes redeemed : 
they were iſſued upon this expreſs condition, that 
they ſhould be receivable in the firſt taxes after they 
ſhould become payable, and the General Court 
well knew, that if the abilities of the people were 


ſufficient, it would be greatly for their advantage 
to redeem them. 15 


We think the obſervations that have been made 
will explain the neceſſity of that part of the taxes, 
which has been applied to the ſupport of civil go- 
Bode 3 36338 vernment. 
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vernment. With regard to the reſidue of the taxes 
it is apparent, from the manner in which the ex- 
penditures have been made, that they were occa- 
ſioned by the war. When the war firſt commenced, 
the people ſolemnly engaged to each other to carry 
it on until they ALD ant ſecurity of their rights, 
altho their = and fortunes ſhould be the price 
of the purchaſe : it there was the leaſt truth or ſin- 
cerity in theſe declarations, could it be ſuppoſed, 
they would individually grudge the contribution 
of their of the expence, when the event ex- 
ceeded their moſt ſonguine expectations. 

Public paleng is one of the moſt important truſts 
committed to the Legiſlature ; in proportion as 
chat declines, the State is weakened and in danger. - 
It is of the ſame importance to a community, as a 
character for truth is to individuals. The want of 
a paper currency has been complained of as a grie- 
| vance ; but we find that in divers places where 
complaints have ariſen, the idea of a paper cur- 

rency is rejected with marks of great diſapproba- 
tion. Indeed a little attention to the ſubject, we 
conceive, muſt 1 every intelligent and unpre- 
judiced mind, that the emiſſion of ſuch a currency 
would be exceedingly prejudicial. If it could be 


Carried into circulation, the ſolid coin would be 


exported, the morals of the people would become 

more depraved, deſigning men would practice in- 

numerable frauds ; and 15 it ſhould ever afterwards 

be redeemed, it would plunge the State in 

. diſtreſs: If it ſhould not be _ 
v 
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would oi the ruin of many individuals, and 
© brand the State with infamy. And upon Whom 
Would that ruin fall ? oe hon artful and 
unptincipled, they would gain by the fraud; not 
upon the prudent and diſcerning, they would be 
guarded againſt it; but the toſs would chiefly 


Happen to the widow and the orphan, the fimple 
part of the community ; that part, whole intereſts 
the Legiſlature ought to defend with peculiar at- 
tention. The widow and orphati ate the ſpecial 
charge of the Supreme Being, and all are enjoined 
to exerciſe vigilance and tenderneſs for their wel- 
fate. This injunction every tan, poſſeſſed of 
natural affections, muſt feel the force of ; for who 
can tell how foon his w_ and — children may 
fall a prey to ſharpers aud ſpeculators, if a pap 
23066 Rem ſhall be adopted. 10 ee 
A full experiment bf this State's ability to up- 
bold the credit of a paper medium, was made in 
the caſe of the new emniſſion: the faith of the 
United States, and of this State, were both pledg- 
ed for its ſupport; 4 fund was provided, ſuf- 
- Heient to pay the intereſt; and although, when it 
TW "firſt came into circulation, it paſſed at the rate of 
=_ one and ſeven-eighths for one, . intereſt to a large 
= | amount in filver was paid upon the nominal ſum ; 
| naotwithſtanding which, at the very tirhe the in- 
dereſt was paying, the cutrency rapidly depreci- 
We pireſume there is not a man in the State, 
c N : Who 


„ 
ing 


| . 
who! ſuppoſes; that if we emitted a paper cur- 
| it would not depreciate ; and if it depre- 
ciates, it will paſs at different rates, in different 
places; and to different perſons, at the fame time ; 
ill cherefore produce the ſame effect as divers 
weights und divers meaſurcs, which we are aſſured 
are an abomination . } | 
Wie feel in common with our neighbours the 
feurcity: of money; but is not this ſcarcity: owing 
to our own oy? At the cloſe of the war, there 
was no complaint of it; ſince that time, our fields 
have yielded their increaſe, and heaven has ſhower- 
edits bleſſings on us, in uncommon abundance; 
but are vie not conſtrained to allow, that im- 
menſe ſums have been expended, for what is of 
no value, for the gewgavvs imported from Europe, 
and the more pernicious produce of the Weſt-In- 
dies; and the dread of a paper currency im 
the circulation of what remains: It is ſaid how- 
ever; that ſuch a currency would give us preſent 
relief ; but like the pleaſure of fin, it would be 
but for a reaſon ; and like that too, it would be 
a reproach to the community, and would produce 
calamities without end. Th 7 
Until the people can forget the injuries and 
frauds occaſioned by paper currencies, in their own 
time; we think they muſt be fatisfied, of the in- 
expedieney and injuſtice, of making new emiſ- 
ſions. 8 | 
Within a few years the habits of luxury have 
exceedingly increaſed, the uſual manufactures of 
oh E the 
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the country hive been little attended to: That: 


we can buy goods cheaper than we can make 
them, is often repeated, and is even become a 


maxim in economy, altho' a moſt: abſurd: and de- 


ſtructive one. While theſe habits: continue, the: 
wiſeſt Legiſlature will not be able to remove our 
complaints: The emiſſion of a: paper currency, 
and ſuch like expedients, may ſeem to refreſh us 
for a moment; but they will ſerve to fan; the: 


flame, that muſt eventually conſume us. 


Without a reformation of manners, we can 
have little hope to proſper in out public or pri- 
vate concerns. At the cloſe of the war we greedily 
adopted the luxurious modes of foreign nations. 


Although our country abounds with all the ne- 


ceſſaries of life, the importations from abroad, for: 
our on conſumption, have been almoſt beyond 
calculation; we have indulged ourſelves in fan- 
taſtical and expenſive faſhions and intemporate 
living; by theſe means our property has; been, 
leſſened and immenſe ſums in ſpecie have been ex- 
ported. Government is complained of, as if they - 
had devoured them; and the cry of many per- 


ſons now is, make us paper money. This requeſt, 


is next in point of imprudence, to that of the 


Iſraslites to Aaron, to : make them a calf; and a 


compliance would be but a little more honorable 
or - advantageous, in the one caſe, than it Was in. 
the other. i 

As the difficulty in paying debts increaſed, a diſ- 
regar d to honeſt ys | zuſtice: and good faith "ul 105 _ 


7 * | 
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Be and private tranſactions become more manifeſt. 
That virtue, Which is neceſfary to ſupport a Re- 
public, „hs declined and as à people, we are 
now in the preciſe channel, in which the liberty 
of States has generally been fwallowed up. But 
ſtill our caſe is not deſperate; by recurring to the 
principles of integrity 
practice of induſtry, 9 economy, and fideli- 
ty in contracts, and by acquieſcing in laws neceſ- 
ſary for the public en Foy w impending ruin may 
bo averted, and we become reſpectable and hap- 

py.—By'fuchmeans, we may falſify the invidious 
Prcciions our enemies, that we ſhould crumble 
to pieces, and ſhould be too corrupt to maintain re- 
publican freedom. In ſuch a cauſe we may hope, 


that the God of our fathers, who has defended us 


_ hitherto, will proſper the work of his own hands, 


and fave the fair ſtructure of American liberty . 


from falling into ruin. 

We make no boaſt of uncommon ſvill in legiſ- 
lation; but facredly regarding the oaths we have 
| taken, we claim the merit . deſigns, and 
of purſuing as far as we can judge, a ſyſtem form- 
ed on the principles of juſtice, and calculated to 


promote the honor, the alot and happineſs of 


"hs State. 

In a Commaocwethth, where” a Tpirit of unrea- 
<onable jealouſy and a complaining temper, are in- 
dulged and countenanced, it will be impoſſible to 
give ſatisfaction to the people: if 71k in ſuch 
caſe were to govern us, oppoſition would be made 

to 


and public ſpirit, and the 
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to their adminiſtration a indeed we have g ſtriking 
- inſtance that when ſuch humqurs prevail. even the 
authority f the Supreme Being will, be thought 
a grievance. ): The people af Iſrael were under his 
particular care and government He was their Law- 
giver and Judge; He dslivered them from their 
8 en ee them through the ſea; He rain- 
ed them down ths corn of Heayen, and ſent them 
meat to the full ; but natwithſtanding, they com- 
9 His government and wantonly provoked 
is anger; like that peaple, we have experienced 
aſtoniſſiing teſtimouies of the divine favout God 
füorbid ! that like them, We ſhould requite him 
with murmuring and ingraxitude, and provoke 
When the people are diſtreſſed with the con- 
duct of any govetnmont, it may at leaſt deſerve a 
reflection, Whether the difficulty is not with 
themſelves. At the laſt election in this State, 
perhaps a greater number of new. Members were 
returned, than at any former period ; they came 
together with a fixed deſign, to E their. con- 
ſttituents, in every thing which the intereſt. of che 
community would permit; and they never loſt 
light. of that object; not w ithſtanding Which, grea- 
ter diſfatisfaction with public meaſures is expreſſ- 
ed at this time, than ever hgfore ſince the feyolu- 
tion. The Legiſlature have attended to all the pe- 
titions that have been preſented, and all the com- 
plaints that have been made ; ſo far as. juſtice will 
allow, they will comply wick therequeſts in thoſe. 
# : wy | petitions,, 


— 


„„ 
petitions and remove the grounds of thoſe com- 
plaints. If they poſſeſs abilities and integrity 
equal to the other members of the community, 
the advantages they derive from the information 
collected from all parts of the State, and a public 
diſcuſſion of ſubjects, render them more capable 
to judge, of the fitneſs of public meaſures ; but if 


they are. to haye the favour of the people, and a 


voice in the public Counſels, only on condition of 


their eſtabliſhing iniquity by law, they are willing 


to loſe the ſhameful pre-eminence. | 

. The General Court have heard with inexpreſſi- 
ble concern, of the inſurrections in ſeveral counties 
af the State. The pretence that the Court of 
Common Pleas, is a grievance, affords but a 
wretched excuſe for ſuch outrageous proceedings; 
that Court, except a ſmall alteration in the name, 
has exiſted time immemorial; no complaints were 
heard againſt it in former times ; no application 
has been made to the Legiſlature before this ſeſſion 
to aboliſh it. The fees, except thoſe of Jurors 
and witneſſes, are in many inſtances leſs, and we 
think in none greater than they were before the war. 


Proviſion has been made to enable the citizens to 
ſettle their demands without reſorting to that 


Court, if they are diſpoſed to do it; ſeveral years 
fince, the Juſtices of the Peace were authorized to 
take acknowledgements of debts, even to the 
largeſt amount; and more lately an act was paſſ 
ed to enable any perſons in difference, who could 
agree to refer their diſputes, to reſort to a Juſtice: 
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and enter into a rule for that purpoſe, without 
being ſubject to the expence of an action. But if 
the Court of Common Pleas has been by any ſup- 
poſed unneceſſary, how ſurprizing then, the idea, 
that any perſons could think themſelves juſtified, 
in oppoling by force, an ancient inſtitution, with- 
out taking a fingle ſtep to obtain redreſs in aregu- 
lar method. But not content with obſttucting the 
Courts of Common Pleas, the diſaffected have 
taken arms to prevent the fitting of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, againſt which, not a fingle com- 
plaint has been uttered, Theſe proceedings are the 
more alarming, as they can be accounted for, on- 
ly on the ſuppoſition, that the inſtigators wiſh to 
ſubvert all order and government, and reduce the 
Commonwealth, to the moſt deplorable ſtate of 
wretchedneſs and contempt. * l 
In this view, our ſituation appears exceedingly 
alarming; ſuthciently ſo, to arreſt the moſt ſerious 
attention, and ſummon the united efforts, of all 
orders in the State. Some perſons have artfully 
affected to make a diſtinction between the govern- 
ment and people, as though their. intereſts were 
different and even oppoſite ; but we preſume, the 
good ſenſe of our conſtituents will diſcern the de- 
ceit and falſity of thoſe infinuations. Within a 
ſew months the authority delegated. to us will 
ceaſe, and all the citizens will be equally candi- 
dates in a future election; we are therefore no 
more intereſted to preſerve the conſtitution and 
ſupport the government, than, others: but while 


the 


„ 


the authority given us continues, we are bound to 
exerciſe it for the benefit of our conſtituents. 


And we now call upon perſons of all ranks and 


characters to exert themſelves for the public ſafety. 
Upon the Miniſters of religion, that they incul- 
cate-upon the minds of their people, the princi- 
les ofjuſtice and public virtue; that they earneſt- 
endeavour to impreſs them with ſentiments of 


reverence to the Deity and benevolence to men, 


and convince them of the ruinous effects of luxury 
and licentiouſneſso. Upon the officers of every 
denomination, that they endeavour to inform the: 


ignorant; and by their examples of economy, to 


induce others to the practice of the ſame virtue; 
and that they uſe their utmoſt efforts to ſuppreſs 
the inſurrections of ſuch lawleſs and violent men, 
as may wiſh to pull down the fabric of law and: 
government, and level it with the duſt. And up- 
on the whole body of the people, that they provide 
for the inſtruction of the riſing generation; that they 


practice all thoſe virtues which are the ornament 


and ſtrength of ſociety, and abſtain from thoſe 
vices and. follies, that weaken the State; and have 


a tendency to its ruin; and eſpecially that they 
oppoſe with fortitude and perſerverance, all at- 


tempts to impede the courſe of juſtice and render 
their own lives and property inſecure. - 


Many who diſapprove inſurrections againſt the 
government, neglect to afford their aid, in ſup- 


preſſing them but to ſtand ſtill, inactive ſpectators 
in ſuch caſe, is like a man who when his houſe is: 
| | mY 8 


_ 
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Raines” roald Bend: with folded.aems; umd wens 
ſole himſelf with this, that he'd not ou it on 


me 
We perſuade ourſelyes, that the far 


of thoſe who have been concerned in the late dan- 
gerous tumults, have been deluded by the falſe re- 


preſentations of men who go about to deceive; 


and we wiſh them to reflect how fatal ſuch pro- 
ccedings may prove in the iſſue, to themſelves and 


their children; that they muſt increaſe the pub 
lic burthens, and embarraſs the meaſures calculat- 


ed for relief; that it is their own conſtitution and 


laws they are endeavouring to overthrow); that 
this conſtitution and theſe laws were formed for 


the ſafety of every member of the State; and that 


the man who attempts to ſubvert thoſt laws, and 
that conſtitution, does in effect male an attempt 
upon the life, liberty and prapetty of every mam 
her of the community; and we-conjure them, by 
all that they hold ara ſacred, ere e 
deſiſt from ſuch ruinous purſuits. 
Perhaps there are ſome, who deaf to che — 


af aeiidn; An tl 0 i e ee 


may reſolve to continue in their dangerous courſe; 
but let them be aſſured, although they flatter 
themſelves that the conſiderations of friendſhip 

and affinity, may delay the time of -recompence;;; | 
yet the vengeance of an injured: — muſt 
one ys 5 and fog {AS ov; 
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"Tazasuny-Orrict, 27th Oftober, 1786. 
7 HAVE examined and compared the flatements that 


are here preſented to the public, and ſo far as ręſpectt 
be accounts in this office, I find they are juſt and true. 


THOMAS n ae 


he — * tb. 4 . 
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In SENATE. OcToBzR 8 1786. 


H E foregoing. Addreſs was read and accept- 
ed ; and thereupon, 

ORDERED, Thar the Secretary cauſe twelve 
hundred copies thereof, to be printed as ſoon as may 
be; each Member of the Legiſlature to be furniſh- 
ed with one copy, and one copy to be ſent to each 
-of the Miniſters -of the ſeveral -pariſhes, and the 
Clerks of the ſeveral towns, diſtricts and plantations, 
within this Commonwealth. And the faid Mini- 
ſters are required to read the ſame to their re- 
ſpective aſſemblies, on n, immedi- 
ately after divine fervice, or to call a Lecture and 
read the ſame on that occaſion; and in both cafes 
they are requeſted to give notice on the preceeding 
Sabbath, of the time when the ſame will be read.— 
And the Clerks of the ſaid towns, diſtricts and plan- 
tations, are directed to read the ſame at the next 
meeting of the towns, diſtricts or plantations, to 
which they reſpectively belong; and where no ſuch 
meeting is to be held at an early period on other 
buſineſs, the Selectmen of ſuch town, diſtrict or 
r are directed to call a a N 
or that purpo 

= down for CONCUITENCE. 
SAMUEL PHILLIPS, jun. Preſident. 


In the Housz of RRR ESENTATIVES, Nov. 14, 1786. 
"Read _ concurred. 1 
ART EMAS W ARD, Speaker. 
True copy. Atteſt. 
JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary. 
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